Comment on the Preceding Paper by Talbott Et Al.  by Lane, C Guy
COMMENT ON THE PRECEDING PAPER BY TALBOTT
ET AL.
C. GUY LANE
Boston, Mass.
The paper by Talbott, Lever and Consolazio indicates a new
method of attack upon pemphigus, especially pemphigus of the
acute type. In their cases a very careful study of chemical con-
stituents of the blood has been made. A striking reduction in the
concentration of the serum sodium and chloride has been demon-
strated. As further evidence of the disturbance of the acid-base
balance there was an increase in the serum potassium and an in-
crease in the nonprotein nitrogen. An increase in the blood vol-
umé and the interstitial fluid volume was found in patients with
generalized skin lesions and the increase was greater in the cases
of acute pemphigus. Coincident with the use of saline solution
and adrenal cortical extract decided remissions in the clinical pic-
ture and the chemical findings occurred in patients with this acute
pemphigus. Thus a definite chemical basis is proposed for a
particular type of pemphigus.
It is to be hoped that these findings will be confirmed by further
experience and that the outlook in these acute fulminating pem-
phigus cases will be correspondingly materially improved. For
the present, however, it would be well to apply this method of
treatment to those cases in which these definite chemical changes'
have been found and not to the treatment of all types of pem-
phigus.
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